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continued to keep her, as he had hitherto done, in the
seclusion of her own rooms, it would soon be rumoured at
Court that she was some paragon who, just at the right
moment, would be produced with dazzling effect and carry
all before her. This, too, would be very irritating. Per-
haps the best that could be done under the circumstances
was to put her into touch with his daughter Lady ChujS,1
who happened at the moment to be home from Court. It
would then be possible to discover whether, when one got
to know her better, this Lady from Omi were really such a
monster as some people made out* He therefore said to
Lady Chujo one day : ' I am going to send this new sister
of yours to see you. It seems that her manners are rather
odd, and I should be very much obliged if you would ask
one of your older gentlewomen to take her in hand. Young
girls are useless in such a case. They would merely lead
her on to greater absurdities in order to amuse themselves.
Her manner is at present, I gather, somewhat too bois-
terous *; and he smiled as he recollected some of the
anecdotes which had already reached him. ' I will gladly
do all I can/ answered Lady Chujo. * I see no reason to
suppose that the poor creature is anything like so outrageous
as people are making out. It is only that Kobai, wishing to
gain credit for his discovery, tended to exaggerate her
charms, and people are a little disappointed. I do not
think there is any need for you to take alarm. I can quite
understand that coming for the first time among sur-
roundings such as these, she feels somewhat lost, and does
not always quite do herself justice. . . / She spoke very
demurely. This Lady Chujd was no great beauty; but
there was about her a serene air of conscious superiority
which, combined with considerable charm of manner, led
most people to accept her as handsome, an impression
* On leave from the Palace; she was one of the Emperor's consorts.